But the greatest problem with these inquiries is that they must be done while the defendant is still presumed innocent. Therefore, the offence, its circumstances and its underlying causes cannot be discussed with the defendant to the extent that would be useful to the officer. The influence of the offence became much more obvious when the offence was changed to a more serious one, and the officers were asked to state what their decisions would have been had they made it with this new offence in mind. The effect was felt both on the need for additional information and on the decisions themselves.
After being presented with the new offence, the officers were told they were allowed to select additional information if it was impossible for them to make their new decisions on the basis of the information they already had. Thirteen per cent of the officers (22 out of 174) felt they had to select additional information. The change of offence seems to have created the need for some officers to go into greater depth into some aspects of the case which they had viewed as less relevant in the light of the first offence. The nature of the offence seems to influence the relevance which is ascribed to other elements of information. 
